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Supporting Evidence

What We Analyzed

Over the past week, we examined 725 articles specifically focused on
AT in education, drawn from a broader collection of 1,557 sources.
This represents a significant slice of current academic and policy dis-
course about how artificial intelligence is reshaping learning environ-
ments. But let’s be clear: this isn’t the complete picture of what’s
happening with Al in education—it’s a synthesis of what researchers,
administrators, and tech companies are choosing to discuss and study
right now.

Who's Speaking, Who’s Not

The most striking finding is who gets to shape this conversation.
Students—the people actually using these tools daily—represent

only 3.76% of the discourse we analyzed. Parents account for an even
smaller 0.29%. This massive gap reveals something fundamental: the
”Al education” research landscape centers institutional and corpo-
rate interests while largely excluding the perspectives of those most
directly affected.

The dominant voices come from university administrators, tech
companies, and policy makers who focus heavily on control mecha-
nisms, detection systems, and institutional responses. Articles like [2]
highlight this disconnect between what institutions prioritize and what
actually happens in classrooms. When students are mentioned, it’s
often as subjects to be managed rather than as partners in navigating
this technological shift.

What’s Actually Being Debated

The research reveals deep, unresolved tensions that adults haven’t fig-
ured out either. Core debates center on fundamental questions: Is Al
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a tool for accessibility or a threat to authentic learning? Should insti-
tutions focus on detection and punishment or integration and support?
Research like [3] shows these aren’t abstract policy questions—they
directly affect student wellbeing and learning outcomes.

You're navigating without a clear map because no one has created
one yet. The adults writing policies and conducting research are still
arguing about basic principles while you're already using these tools
to complete assignments, understand complex topics, and manage
academic workloads.

Where Implementations Are Failing

Current approaches show concerning patterns of failure. Ethical con-
cerns dominate the documented problems, from algorithmic bias to
accessibility barriers. The FTC’s recent action against accessiBe, de-
tailed in [4], exemplifies how AI solutions marketed as helpful can ac-
tually create new barriers. Research also reveals that [1], highlighting
how Al systems embed and perpetuate biases.

These failures suggest institutions prioritize surveillance and control
over supporting actual learning. Detection systems struggle with accu-
racy, as shown in [5], yet universities continue investing in them rather
than in tools that help students learn effectively with Al

What This Means for You

The research gaps translate directly into uncertainty about your ed-
ucational future. We found limited evidence about whether using Al
actually develops or undermines critical thinking skills. Studies like
[8] raise questions without providing clear answers. What skills will
matter in five years? How should you balance Al assistance with de-
veloping your own capabilities? The honest answer is that researchers
don’t know yet.

What we do know is concerning: [6], suggesting that ethical uncer-
tainties affect different groups unequally. Meanwhile, [7] shows AI can
provide crucial support for some students while institutional policies
often restrict access.

You're caught between contradictory messages: develop ”Al liter-
acy” while being punished for using AI, prepare for an Al-integrated
future while following policies designed for a pre-Al world. The re-
search acknowledges these tensions exist but offers few practical solu-
tions for navigating them. Your legitimate needs—managing workload,
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understanding complex material, preparing for careers that will require
AT fluency—remain largely unaddressed in the academic discourse

shaping your education.
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