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Supporting Evidence

Evidence Base Characteristics
The analysis of 1544 sources from February 16–February 22, 2026

reveals a field struggling with fundamental methodological challenges.
Of the total corpus, 718 articles (46.5%) addressed AI in higher ed-
ucation, with a notable concentration on implementation narratives
rather than rigorous empirical investigation. The quality scoring sys-
tem revealed concerning patterns: the highest-scoring articles [2] and [2] BU Wheelock Launches New

Graduate Programs in AI and ...[1] exemplify the field’s tendency toward promotional content rather
[1] An AI Certificate to Prepare
World-Ready Leadersthan critical analysis. The distribution heavily favors institutional an-

nouncements and opinion pieces over longitudinal studies or controlled
experiments, suggesting a scholarship driven more by market pressures
than pedagogical inquiry.

Perspective Distribution Analysis
The evidence base demonstrates systematic exclusions that funda-

mentally shape knowledge production. While technical and admin-
istrative perspectives dominate the discourse, critical voices examin-
ing power structures, labor implications, and student agency remain
marginalized. The theoretical frameworks that do emerge tend to rein-
force technological determinism, as seen in [7], rather than challenging [7] L’Intelligence Artificielle dans

l’Enseignement Supérieur : Entre ...underlying assumptions about education’s purpose. This perspective
imbalance creates a self-reinforcing cycle where AI adoption is framed
as inevitable progress rather than a contested transformation requir-
ing democratic deliberation. The absence of student voices, adjunct
faculty perspectives, and critical pedagogues from the mainstream dis-
course shapes a field that prioritizes efficiency metrics over educational
justice.

Failure Pattern Analysis
The documented failure patterns reveal a troubling hierarchy of

concerns within AI-education scholarship. While technical failures
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receive extensive documentation, ethical failures—particularly those
affecting vulnerable populations—remain underexamined. [6] repre- [6] FTC Catches up to #accessiBe
sents a rare acknowledgment of accessibility failures, yet such critical
examinations remain exceptional. The distribution suggests field prior-
ities that emphasize system optimization over student wellbeing, with
implementation failures receiving disproportionate attention compared
to deeper questions of educational equity. Notably absent are studies
examining AI’s role in perpetuating academic precarity or its impact
on non-traditional students.

Discourse Analysis Findings
The dominant metaphors across the corpus reveal underlying power

dynamics that shape knowledge production. AI is consistently framed
as an autonomous force requiring institutional ”adaptation” rather
than a tool subject to human choices, as exemplified in [9]. This fram- [9] Toward an AI-Ready University -

University of Torontoing marginalizes alternative conceptualizations that might position
educators and students as active agents in technology design. The
causal attribution patterns consistently attribute positive outcomes to
AI capabilities while attributing failures to human error or resistance,
a dynamic particularly evident in [4]. Such discourse patterns reinforce [4] El fracaso del policía digital en las

aulas - Mundo IAa technosolutionist ideology that precludes critical examination of AI’s
fundamental assumptions about learning and knowledge.

Methodological Observations
The field’s methodological approaches reveal significant limitations

in understanding AI’s educational impact. Cross-sectional studies
dominate, with [3] representing a rare attempt at multi-institutional [3] Cross-Institutional Transfer Learn-

ing for Educational Models: Implica-
tions for Model Performance, Fairness,
and Equity

analysis. The absence of longitudinal studies prevents understanding
of AI’s cumulative effects on student development, faculty autonomy,
or institutional culture. Most studies employ convenience samples
from elite institutions, severely limiting generalizability to community
colleges, HBCUs, or international contexts. The predominance of self-
reported data and lack of control groups in intervention studies raises
questions about the validity of claimed benefits.

Theoretical Development Needs
The field urgently requires theoretical frameworks capable of ad-

dressing fundamental contradictions. The tension between AI’s stan-
dardizing tendencies and education’s diversifying mission, highlighted
in [8], demands new conceptual tools. Current frameworks inade- [8] Special issue on equity of artificial

intelligence in higher educationquately address the paradox of using deterministic systems to foster
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critical thinking, as explored in [5]. The field needs theories that can [5] Empowerment or dependency? A
systematic review of the ...bridge technical capabilities with pedagogical values, moving beyond

the current binary of uncritical adoption or wholesale rejection toward
nuanced frameworks for selective, justice-oriented integration.
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